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predictive prophecies. A prerequisite to such a task as this is the 
acceptance of some chronological arrangement of the Scriptures ; our 
author proceeds upon the basis of the traditional dates. The point of 
view of the book as a whole is uncritical and traditional, and its inter- 
pretations are largely literal and superficial. While free from many of 
the vagaries commonly found in works of this character, yet the book 
abounds in statements and theories which have no basis from the point 
of view of a historical interpretation of prophecy. As conclusions 
strengthened during the study of this subject, the author especially 
emphasizes the verbal inspiration of the Scriptures and the necessity of 
a literal interpretation of them. There are few more interesting fields 
for investigation than the one dealt with here, and, at the same time, 
few more difficult ; results worthy of consideration can be secured only 
by the application of the most vigorous methods of historical and 
exegetical science — methods at the farthest possible remove from those 
employed in this book. 

John M. P. Smith. 
The University of Chicago. 



Personal Salvation. Studies in Christian Doctrine Pertaining to 
the Spiritual Life. By Professor Wilbur F. Tillett, 
D.D.,Vanderbilt University. Nashville: Publishing House 
of the M. E. Church, South, 1902. Pp. xx+536. gi.50. 

Half a century ago the chief interest in theological circles lay in the 
discussion of the validity of certain conclusions of Calvinism. Writers 
took sides on these questions, and each undertook by Scripture proof 
and logical argument to demonstrate the truth of the view which he 
had espoused. Today the center of interest has shifted to historical 
and psychological problems. Men are seeking to ascertain what 
Christianity is rather than to defend preconceived theories. They are 
concerned to show how Christianity meets the spiritual needs of man 
rather than to silence opponents with proof-texts. 

This volume represents the older theological point of view and 
method, somewhat modified by the modern spirit. The bibliographies 
consist almost exclusively of dogmatic or biblical theologies. The plan 
of salvation is elaborated from the divine point of view and is con- 
sidered sub specie aeternitatis. 

Our first parents, in the exercise of their freedom, sinned, and through 
their sin the whole race became a fallen race. But human probation did not 
end then. God immediately provided the atonement in Christ for all fallen 
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men, and established at once a new and gracious probation. The atoning 
value of Christ's death antedated the incarnation. Its saving benefits availed 
for man from the very beginning of the fall. (P. 54.) 

As a loyal Methodist, the author shows the error in certain obnox- 
ious doctrines of Calvinism, deals minutely with the correct chronology 
of events in the ordo salutis, and considers at length the doctrine of 
sanctification. When we say that, notwithstanding all the formal ear- 
marks of conventional theology, and in spite of hackneyed terminology 
and dialectic method, the author has given us a book of real spiritual 
value and interest, we are paying a deserved tribute to his power as a 
teacher and writer. His clear analysis, lucid style, and religious insight, 
joined with good common sense, make the volume wholesome and 
attractive ; but the problems which interest him most are not living 
issues in the Christian thought of today. 

Gerald Birney Smith. 

The University of Chicago. 



The New World and the New Thought. By James Bixby, Ph.D. 
New York: Thomas Whittaker, 1902. Pp. 219. $1. 

Evolution and Man, Here and Hereafter. By John Wesley Conley, 
D.D. Chicago: Fleming H. Revell Co., 1902. Pp.172. $1. 

While these two volumes are by no means companion books, they 
cover in part the same ground, and together constitute an interesting 
comparative study, reaching as they do substantially harmonious conclu- 
sions, one from the "liberal," the other from the "orthodox," point of 
view. Each repudiates the materialistic view of evolution, and equally 
each repudiates the theology that conceives of God as a being wholly 
outside of nature. " The laws of nature can give no account of their 
own origin ;" "there is no real efficient force but spirit ; the various 
energies of nature are but different forms or special currents of this 
Omnipresent Divine Power;" these sentences from Dr. Bixby's book 
might be imagined as standing in the same volume with these from 
Dr. Conley : " Evolution is the progressive revelation of God in cre- 
ation ; " "All variations leading to distinct progress have been due, not 
to new creations, nor simply to changed environment, but especially 
to a new energy within existing forms. The generative power of the 
Almighty has touched the secret sources of life within existing forms 
and higher forms have resulted ;" " In evolution the new always comes 
out of the old, because back of the old is the unfailing Fountain 



